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APPENDIX E – AGENCY COORDINATION - GENERAL 



 
United States Department of Agriculture 

Research, Education and Economics 
Agricultural Research Service 

 
Safety, Occupational Health, and Environmental Staff 

10300 Baltimore Avenue, Bldg 003, Room 121 
Beltsville, Maryland 20705-2325 

 

September 25, 2019 

 

Re: USDA NEPA Review for Building Demolition at the Beltsville Agricultural Research Center 

 

To Whom It May Concern: 

 

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA), Agricultural Research Service (ARS), Eastern Business 

Service Center (EBSC) is preparing an Environmental Assessment (EA) addressing the proposed removal 

of buildings at the Beltsville Agricultural Research Center (BARC) in Beltsville, Maryland. Demolition 

of these structures, many in severe disrepair, supports USDA’s effort to reduce maintenance costs, and 

promotes BARC’s redevelopment to support other regional and national research opportunities. USDA is 

seeking agency and public input in developing a staged plan for removal of a number of BARC buildings. 

 

USDA has retained LSY Architects and Lab Planners (LSY) and Burns & McDonnell Engineering 

Company, Inc. (Burns & McDonnell) to conduct the environmental review and prepare the EA for the 

proposed action. As part of the EA, Burns & McDonnell needs your help to identify social, cultural, and 

natural resources in the proposed action study area. Your input will help shape the direct and indirect 

effects the proposed action may have on those resources. It will also help identify any studies and 

mitigation or permits required before demolition is approved. The study team will use your input to 

evaluate impacts in the following categories: 

 

 Land use; 

 Visual environment; 

 Air quality and noise;  

 Soils and geology; 

 Wetlands and waters of the United States;  

 Vegetation, wildlife, and fisheries (threatened and endangered species); 

 Socioeconomics (population, employment, growth, and development); 

 Hazardous materials and waste disposal;  

 Cultural resources (historic and archaeological); 

 Transportation and roads (access and traffic patterns); 

 Safety and security; and 

 Cumulative effects. 

 

USDA welcomes comments about the proposed action related to your agency’s regulatory jurisdiction or 

area of expertise. Please refer to the enclosed study area map of BARC.  

 

Please provide your agency’s input no later than October 25, 2019.  

 

You may provide comments by email to scannonmackey@burnsmcd.com or by mail to: 

 

Shari Cannon-Mackey, CEP, ENV SP 

Burns & McDonnell 

8911 N. Capital of Texas Highway 

Building 3, Suite 3100 

Austin, Texas 78759 



 

2 

If you have any questions about this project, please contact me at (301) 504-6025 or by email at 

Dana.Jackson@ars.usda.gov. Thanks.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

 

Dana S. Jackson, PG 

Environmental Management Coordinator 

USDA, ARS, BARC 

 

 

Enclosure: Study Area Map 
 

 

CC: Dana Jackson, USDA, ARS, BARC  

 Heather Johnson, LSY Architects and Lab Planners 

Steve Thornhill, Burns & McDonnell 

 

 







 

 

Tawes State Office Building – 580 Taylor Avenue – Annapolis, Maryland 21401 

410-260-8DNR or toll free in Maryland 877-620-8DNR – dnr.maryland.gov – TTY Users Call via the Maryland Relay 

 

 

 

October 17, 2019 

 

Ms. Shari Cannon-Mackey 

Burns & McDonnell 

8911 N. Capital of Texas Highway 

Building 3, Suite 3100 

Austin, TX 78759 

 

RE: Environmental Review for USDA Building Demolition at Beltsville Agricultural Research Center: 

4 sites, Prince George’s County, Maryland. 

 

Dear Ms. Cannon-Mackey: 

 

For all four sites as shown on your map, the Wildlife and Heritage Service has determined that there are no 

official State or Federal records for listed plant or animal species within the delineated area shown on the map 

provided. As a result, we have no specific concerns regarding potential impacts or recommendations for 

protection measures at this time. Please let us know however if the limits of proposed disturbance or overall site 

boundaries change and we will provide you with an updated evaluation. 
 

Thank you for allowing us the opportunity to review this project.  If you should have any further questions 

regarding this information, please contact me at (410) 260-8573. 

 

 

 

 

      Sincerely, 

 

         
    

      Lori A. Byrne, 

      Environmental Review Coordinator 

      Wildlife and Heritage Service 

      MD Dept. of Natural Resources 

 

 

ER# 2019.1623.pg 

Cc: D. Jackson, BARC 



1

Cannon-Mackey, Shari

From: Cullen, Kathleen <kathleen_cullen@fws.gov>

Sent: Tuesday, October 22, 2019 12:54 PM

To: Cannon-Mackey, Shari

Subject: FWS Review of USDA Building Demolition project

Hi Shari- 

 

We received your information regarding the USDA ARS building demolition project taking place in Beltsville, MD. There 

are no federally listed species expected to occur at that site, so this project will have "no effect" on listed species. Thank 

you for providing your project for review. Please let me know if you have any questions. 

 

Thank you, 

Kathleen 

 

 

--  
Kathleen Cullen 
US Fish & Wildlife Service - Chesapeake Bay Field Office 
177 Admiral Cochrane Dr, Annapolis MD, 21401 
410-573-4579  -  kathleen_cullen@fws.gov 
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